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The Eckes-Granini Group has introduced a quality label of its own for
sustainable juice sold in Europe: “100% sustainably grown”.

Nieder-OIlm, 18 February 2020. One year ago, the Eckes-Granini Group signed
the “Sustainable Juice Covenant” (SJC) drafted by the “Sustainable Trade Initia-
tive” (IDH). In doing so, Europe’s leading fruit juice producer committed itself to the
goal of offering only juices and smoothies made from fruit grown and processed in
keeping with the sustainability standards set forth in the SJC by the year 2030.
The Group has already taken a major step towards achieving that goal, and now
offers numerous products produced from 100-percent sustainably grown fruit. In
order to provide consumers more helpful guidance in this context, Eckes-Granini
has also introduced the “100% sustainably grown” quality seal on a Group-wide
basis. Brazil orange juice from Finland is the first brand to display the Eckes-Gra-
nini sustainability label. Over the course of the next few months, the seal will begin
to appear on the packaging units of other leading orange juice brands in the Euro-
pean retail trade, including Joker in France, EImenhorster in Lithuania and God

Morgon in Sweden.

According to the provisions of the SJC, fruit and vegetable producers practise sus-
tainable cultivation in keeping with relevant environmental, social and economic
standards if their operations meet the requirements for the bronze level in the Farm
Sustainability Assessment (FSA) conducted by the Sustainable Agriculture Initia-
tive (SAl) or if they present evidence of a comparable certification. “Our declared
goal is the systematic optimization of our delivery chain — in terms of sustainability”,
explains Eckes-Granini Sustainability Director Dr. Karl Neuhauser. “In cooperation
with our suppliers and partners, we have progressed during the past twelve months
to the point at which the majority of the Brazilian orange farms from which we buy
our fruit have now completed the SAIl / FSA successfully.”

Top-quality fruit is the most important raw material for the Eckes-Granini Group.
“As producers of a natural product and as a family-owned enterprise, we recogni
the need to protect and preserve natural resources”, notes Thomas Hinderer, Cli‘\ .

of the Eckes-Granini Group. Only in this way can sustainable fruit culti
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guaranteed in the long run. “With our engagement within the framework of the SJC
we, as the leading European fruit-juice producer, aim to make a visible contribution
to ensuring that conventional fruit cultivation and processing become significantly

more sustainable world-wide.”

Taking the lead in sustainability as well

The Eckes-Granini Group is clearly focused on its primary goal. The family-owned
enterprise based in Nieder-Olm (Rhineland-Palatinate) intends to establish itself
step-by-step as one of the most sustainable fruit-juice producers. Thus, the com-
mitment to 100-percent sustainable juice production by 2030 in accordance with
the SJC plays an important role with respect to the Group’s procurement guide-
lines. Yet it is only one component of Eckes-Granini’s “Sustainable Sourcing Pol-
icy”. The Group’s new sustainable procurement guidelines also provide, among
other things, for the exclusive use of sustainable packaging materials, an increase
in relative rPET content to 50 percent and intensive cooperation with suppliers cer-
tified by independent institutes such as Ecovadis and SGF. “On the whole, we plan
to reduce the size of our ecological footprint along the entire value chain and pur-
chase only sustainable raw materials for our products to the greatest possible ex-

tent”, explains Dr. Karl Neuhauser.

Further information about the sustainability strategy of the Eckes-Granini Group is

provided at https://www.eckes-granini.com/nachhaltigkeit/.
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About the SJC:

Coordinated by the international Sustainable Trade Initiative (IDH) and supported by the AlJN (Euro-
pean Fruit Juice Association), the goal of the “Sustainable Juice Covenant” is to establish a 100%
sustainable procurement system by the year 2030. Signatories are not bound by law, but instead
recognize a moral obligation to cooperate on a pre-competitive basis for the purpose of improving
the sustainability of fruit-juice delivery chains. The SJC also offers its members a platform for the

exchange of information and views regarding critical sustainability issues.

About the Eckes-Granini Group:

Eckes-Granini is the leading supplier of fruit juices and fruit beverages in Europe. The independent
family-owned enterprise based in Nieder-Olm (Rhineland-Palatinate) is focused above all on its com-
petent and committed employees, its strong juice, fruit-beverage and smoothie brands and its long-
term strategic orientation based on sustainable added value. With 1,725 employees, Eckes-Granini
currently operates through its own national organizations as well as strategic partners, primarily in
Europe, and generates total annual revenues of EUR 985 million. The Group’s foundation consists
of the renowned international premium brands granini and Pago as well as strong national and re-
gional juice and fruit-beverage brands. Consumers in 80 countries world-wide, and especially in Eu-
rope, have come to know and appreciate our fruit juices and our wide range of fruit beverages.

For further information please contact:

Thomas Graf, Eckes-Granini Group GmbH
Ludwig-Eckes-Platz 1, 55268 Nieder-Olm
Telephone: 0 6136 / 35 1350

E-mail: presse-international@eckes-granini.com




